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�

To Miles Anderson.  A friend and brother who has 
battled with me in amazing warfare against the 
enemy’s camp with passion, love and loyalty.



�

John and Amy Burton planted Revolution House of Prayer in 
Manitou Springs, Colorado in 2001. This ministry of interces-

sion, warfare, and strategic Kingdom advance is the first piece of 
the puzzle in what will ultimately be a region-wide revival. 
	 In 1991 John received an life-changing assignment from 
God to see an entire city set free. Over the years, God added to 
that vision and has since revealed that His dream is to see Mani-
tou Springs transformed into an entire city that ministers to God 
24- hours a day. That launched the Revolution team into a fresh 
season as a house of prayer, a house of worship and a house of 
dreams for the Pikes Peak region and way, way beyond!
	 John’s ministry style could be described as wildly 
passionate, engaging, humorous and loaded with the flow and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
	 The prevailing theme of the ministry God has given John 
revolves around the topic of ‘being with God’. Where God is, 
things happen. In His presence, the place where He is, is the full-
ness of joy. As we discover the wonderful mystery of walking in 
the Spirit, praying always and making aggressive strides in faith, 
life becomes incredible!
	 It truly is an experience in the invisible realm. As we 
tangibly experience God through deep and active prayer we 
are interacting ‘in the Spirit’.  As we walk by faith and under-
stand how amazing a Holy Spirit driven life is, being a believer 
quickly becomes the greatest adventure on earth! 	
	 You can discover the unique Revolution House 
of Prayer missions experience at www.rhop.com and 
www.missionmanitou.com.
	 If you would like to invite John to speak at your church, con-
ference, camp or other event please visit www.johnburton.net.
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COVENS IN THE CHURCH

	� Luke 7:8 (NKJV) For I also am a man placed under au-
thority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ 
and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and 
to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

The centurion was much like God’s appointed apostles, 
prophets, teachers, small group leaders and Sunday school 

teachers of today. He acknowledged he was a man both under 
authority and one with authority over others.
	 As the leader of Revolution House of Prayer I have 
people who God has appointed as my authority. We call them 
overseers and they are leaders of churches and people with a 
mature walk with the Lord. Like the centurion, I am a man under 
authority.
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	 Let’s say, for example, I along with the leadership of 
Revolution decide to hold a conference. We go through the te-
dious process of securing guest speakers and figuring out how to 
administrate the event. We spend thousands of dollars promot-
ing the conference on TV, radio and in print. I am a key part of 
the process as well as the actual event. I’ll be teaching in several 
of the workshops and facilitating the week of activities. A week 
before the conference I receive a phone call from one of my 
overseers. He tells me he needs me to fly to Alabama to help 
a church work through a transition from one pastor to another. 
Their previous pastor just repented of indiscretion and resigned 
suddenly. The problem? It’s during the same week as my confer-
ence. I would have a dilemma.
	 Honestly, I don’t want to go to Alabama. In addition to 
the upcoming conference I have a wedding to officiate among 
other important tasks. My integrity and reputation, along with 
my own personal comfort would be at stake. What’s the correct 
approach to take?

Refuse to mention my disagreement with my overseer with 
anybody- including my wife. There is power of life and death 
in the tongue. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. I’d have to allow God to break me and cause me to 
have a pure heart in this matter. 
Put to death any of my own desires and prepare to surren-
der to the wishes of my overseer however inconvenient they 
may be.
Meet with my overseer and honestly share all of the concerns 
and issues at stake. Inform him that I’d prefer not to go and if 
he could find someone else I’d really appreciate it.
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After a healthy conversation, my overseer states that he ap-
preciates my concerns but he still needs me to go.  So, I go.

	
	 I don’t have to pray about my decision. I don’t have to 
talk with anybody else. I have no option according to God’s es-
tablished government in my life- I fly to Alabama with a smile 
on my face. God’s authority has spoken. 
	 The enemy has caused many to believe that we can’t 
experience freedom while being submitted. This is simply not 
true.
	 Freedom from authority is rebellion. 
	 Freedom in the absence of authority is anarchy. 
	 Freedom under authority is liberty. 

	 The process of response to my leader described above 
not only must take place between a pastor and his overseers, but 
also between a youth pastor and his pastor. Also, between the 
ministers in the pews and their leaders. We’ll eventually see the 
city Church established once again and pastors will be submit-
ting to apostles in their city. It’s a process that is quite foreign to 
most. 
	 Why is it so critical that this sensitive issue be discussed?  
I’m fully aware that many have been wounded by poor lead-
ers in their lives.  While some difficult points will be discussed 
over the next fifty to sixty pages, it must be made clear now that 
while God desires leaders to serve with great love, humility, pas-
sion and care, there are some in the body who simply do not- and 
while God will hold those leaders deeply accountable for their 
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leadership, God will hold the rest of us accountable for how we 
respond to them.  Do we serve from a position of great love, 
humility, passion and care- or not?
	 Further, the reason this issue must be addressed is pri-
marily for the purpose of fulfilled missions.  As you are reading 
the rest of this book, keep this in mind.  Simply, church body 
life is hard, demanding, irritating and a struggle at times.  Any 
family goes through seasons just like that.  However, there is a 
mission for each local church, and those local and regional mis-
sions will serve the greater global mission.  
	 So, the big idea here?  It’s not to validate poor leader-
ship.  It’s to ensure that we go through the proper processes in 
the face of disagreement so as to keep all of us as holy soldiers in 
position, serving the greater mission in love and maturing to the 
place where we can trust an infallible God, who appointed our 
leaders, to work with and through those leaders and all of us as 
very fallible people.  A failed mission at this stage of Church his-
tory is not an option- and we must weather some mighty storms 
if we are to succeed.
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Independence, Self-Government & Control

	 Nearly twenty years ago something terrible happened in 
the national church that has made it incredibly difficult for mis-
sions from God to be started much less fulfilled. Allow me to 
share a first hand experience that will shed light on this topic: 
	 In 1988 something new was introduced to the church in 
America, and people from all walks of Christian life- pillars of 
the Church, new believers and everyone in between, embraced 
it like an intimate lover. It was the answer to a prayer. 
	 With this ‘new thing’ came the promise of protection for 
every man and woman who aligned with it. It promised power 
and freedom from abuse and tyranny. 
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	 What was this new thing? It was possibly the largest 
army of demons ever released on the modern Church. Their 
names were Lawlessness, Self-government and Independence. 
Their master is most probably named Control. It is a spirit of 
witchcraft and it has been embraced for nearly 20 years now. 
	 In 1988, I was a student at Jimmy Swaggart Bible Col-
lege. I watched first hand how the enemy could not only bring 
down arguably the most effective God-ordained ministry of its 
time, but how he could radically change the course of Church 
history for his benefit. 
	 I’ll never forget my introduction to the ‘discerning of 
spirits’. I don’t know that I’ll ever be able to fully explain this, 
as it’s deeply personal and spiritual, but I will at least try. As I 
stepped on the campus of JSBC my life started to change almost 
immediately. I was feeling a bizarre range of emotions and a 
deep and weighty blanket of oppression. Before you leap ahead 
too far in the story, let me make this disclaimer: 
	 I don’t believe this oppression was because of the im-
pending fall of Jimmy Swaggart alone. Not even close. 
	 After several months of dealing with this strange new 
‘illness’ alone, I sought out help. I remember going to someone 
in the dorm who seemed to have a deep and close walk with the 
Lord. Every day I was living in a strange and foggy reality. I 
was becoming numb to life. I was becoming fearful and deeply 
insecure. I felt as if I had lost freedom and liberty. Yet, it was 
all nonsensical. I was experiencing this never ending oppression 
every moment of my life for no obvious reason. 
	 I did my best to share what was happening to me with 
this individual. I didn’t know if it was spiritual or physiological. 
I wondered if the tangible and seemingly physical weight on my 



Covens In The Church- 11

mind and the continual feeling of suffocation was because of 
some strange medical or physical issue. I was never more alone. 
I was losing hope. I still remember this person’s response to me. 
“I don’t know what it could be, brother”. That’s it. I was still 
alone. 
	 My introduction into the reality of the spirit realm con-
tinued one day when I drove south from the campus in Baton 
Rouge for about an hour to the city of New Orleans. I had never 
experienced anything like this in my life. It was as if I was walk-
ing on the bottom of a swimming pool. I could actually feel the 
spiritual atmosphere. The spirit of witchcraft, though I didn’t 
know what to call it at the time, was swirling around me like a 
whirlwind. The crushing heaviness that I carried day after day 
was more intense than ever. I felt sick. 
	 This indescribable oppression was the result of a massive 
strategy of the enemy, and I was in the very center of a nest of 
demons who had gathered to violently assault the Church world-
wide- all with the agreement of many in the Church itself.
	 February 21st, 1988 was a day that changed the church as 
we knew it. Jim Bakker had already fallen, and mistrust was in 
the process of taking root in the lives of believers across the na-
tion. I was at Jimmy Swaggart’s confession at Family Worship 
Center in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on that fateful day. Cameras 
and nationally known news men and women were positioned 
everywhere. The atmosphere was circus-like. Jimmy Swaggart 
famously admitted he had sinned and at that very moment all of 
the forces of hell were released on the Church around the world. 
It was a covert operation wittingly covered by a much less im-
portant overt event that had the attention of the world. 
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	 Shortly after that event I was downtown Baton Rouge 
street witnessing. I approached a young, African American who 
looked like he could have easily been a member of a gang. He 
looked very threatening, yet I had already experienced some mi-
raculous moments while witnessing in that area in the past, and 
my faith was high. It was late at night, and there I was sharing 
the love of Jesus with this young man. I expected him to laugh 
and mock me, but he didn’t. He asked me why we were out 
there. I told him we wanted to share God’s love with people. He 
then asked where we were from. I nervously told him I was a 
student at Jimmy Swaggart Bible College. I was bracing myself 
for anything from laughter to violence from this young man. I 
got neither. He hung his head low. What he said next has re-
sounded inside of me ever since. 
	 “I used to watch that man on TV. Many times I almost 
got on my knees and said that prayer with him. Now I know I’ll 
never say that prayer. I’ll never be able to trust him.” 
	 Much damage was done that year. Trust was violated. 
Legions from hell were released. People were hurt. But, let me 
say this loud and clear- the response of many believers after this 
event was tragic! It was devastating. 
	 That response has nearly destroyed the Church’s forward 
progress. Missions from God have been aborted or ignored and 
many people have gone to hell, NOT because of what Jimmy 
Swaggart and Jim Bakker did, but because of the new found lack 
of trust that many in the church willingly embraced.
	 People had a knock at their door that year. Demonic 
spirits were released from their nest in Baton Rouge to homes 
of believers around the world. They were selling their services 
to disappointed and disillusioned Christians who were fed up 
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with untrustworthy leaders. The sales job was remarkable as so 
many people of God aligned themselves with demonic sales-
men who offered them some free gifts. What were these gifts? 
Freely given and eagerly received alliances with evil spirits of 
Independence, Self-government and Lawlessness. These ‘spiri-
tual gifts’ were masquerading as freedom from control, though 
they were themselves assigned by the very spirit of control. The 
strong spirits of witchcraft and control had won the battle- and 
we’re still reeling from its effects. Control was offered and the 
Church moved into a tragic new season that has had horrific ef-
fects.
	 Spontaneously, across the nation and the world, covens 
of Christians who entertained spirits of Self-government, Inde-
pendence and Control were established in homes and churches. 
	 The monster of personal opinion was showing its teeth 
as scrutiny and criticism became acceptable in the minds of be-
lievers. People who were once submitted and in love with those 
who God placed in their lives made the conscious decision to 
turn the tables- now they were the authority and it was time for 
their leaders to submit to their plans, ideas, demands and de-
sires. If they didn’t, these people, who were now operating in 
the spirit of Independence, would assume rule of their lives and 
remove themselves to find another church, gossip or even at-
tempt to overthrow. Demons were now manipulating churches 
and individuals from coast to coast- all while they read their 
Bibles and sang their hymns. 

	 �Note:  At the end of this book I briefly discuss this week’s 
sad news of the resignation of my friend Ted Haggard 
here in Colorado Springs.  We are once again in a place 
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of testing- will covens be started in our nation, or have 
we learned an important lesson?  Keep this recent and 
strangely similar event in mind as you continue to con-
sider this perspective that has been developing in me for 
a number of years.
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Our Relationship with Authority

	 There is a reformation coming to the western Church- 
and it will bother and challenge our minds and especially our 
flesh to the very deepest places. 
	 God is highlighting and establishing His government on 
the earth- His Kingdom. That is why we pray, “Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done”. God has an end-time will. His King-
dom is coming to the planet, and there are groups and types of 
people that will be brought to a place of decision: 

The religious- these people, though they may never admit 
it, attempt to use God to get what they want. They have re-
sponded to a watered down gospel and simply expect God 
to be at their beck and call. They regularly attempt to estab-

•
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lish themselves as the authority in a church. They improp-
erly attempt to hold someone who has been established as 
their leader accountable. They are addicted to being ‘right’, 
though they are terribly deceived. The religious will be faced 
with the reality of the cross. They will have to decide to sur-
render all, give up their dreams and serve their King as he 
has called them to. 
The lukewarm- The Word says this group will be violently 
resisted by God. Their primary focus is the comfort of their 
flesh. Anything challenging or costly is avoided for the sake 
of maintaining the status quo of their daily lives. Any thought 
of revolution, much less change, in their lives is not at all 
interesting or important to them. They misunderstand their 
role in the Kingdom of God, if they have any role at all. 
The wounded- This group may feel the force of this end-
time establishment of God’s government more than most. 
The very thought of rank and order causes them to flinch and 
react. They shrink back as they constantly relive the memo-
ries of deep hurt by people of authority and influence in their 
lives. The wounded have never found healing, so their de-
fense is to remove themselves from relationships that may 
be threatening to them. Unwittingly they have also removed 
themselves from God’s covering for their lives. 
The controlling- This group was also most likely wounded 
in the past. Any number of internal issues can result in one 
becoming a controller. Insecurity, fear, pride, arrogance and 
other spiritual chains are excuse enough for someone to ac-
tually embrace the same spirit that was possibly used against 
them- control. 

•
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The improperly trained - This group’s error was initiated 
by their spiritual leaders. Pastors will be held accountable 
for introducing them to a life of independence. Catering to 
the demands of the masses has resulted in a generation of 
lawlessness and rebellion. A sloppy gospel and a casual pre-
sentation of the plan of salvation have left people without 
any understanding of God’s government, submission, ser-
vanthood and issues of authority.

	 Let me stop for a moment and explain a broader picture 
and why this book is so important. 
	 God’s heart is to introduce people to, or encourage peo-
ple in a life of hearing God’s wild words and to move out in 
ways that are often contrary to common sense. Human wisdom 
of old and the established status quo is forsaken in favor of the 
current Word of the Lord. The prophetic voice of God is echo-
ing through the land. The Bible is becoming more clear to more 
people every day. We are nearing a great end-time revival! This 
revival will require precision, quick action and order if it is to 
be successful.
	 Those who handle this prophetic movement incorrectly 
will do much damage. Hearing and obeying God in these end-
times is a deeply sensitive issue. Let me say this clearly- 
	 While God is about to deliver some bizarre and earth-
shaking revelations and commands that will shake normalcy to 
the core, and while He is going to hold people accountable for 
their lack of hearing and timely response, God is not ordaining 
lawlessness!
	 In fact, His government is going to be reintroduced and 
established at the same time His prophetic voice is resounding in 
His people. God is planting in people the unction to press ahead, 
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often while our leaders may not be immediately providing op-
portunity to do so.  It feels like what we have heard from God 
and what our pastor is allowing are contrary.  However, this is 
so often a part of God’s plan.  He places desires in our hearts and 
then gives us an often lengthy humility test by being restricted 
by our leadership.  This is ok.  It’s part of the plan.  How we 
respond in these times of preparation for advance is critical!  Let 
me say it simply, 
	 Loving submission to authority is non-negotiable and 
more important now that it has ever been. 
	 That being said, let’s launch further into this topic of co-
vens in the Church. 
	 Something strange happened in 1988. The governmental 
structure of authority in the Body of Christ was violated. Those 
under authority took it upon themselves to judge their author-
ity. I believe it has resulted in what I call the ‘exposing move-
ment’ that is so prevalent today. People online, on the radio and 
in print making a habit of ‘touching God’s anointed’. They do 
everything they can to publicly expose their interpretation of 
false doctrine, sins, errors and weaknesses in God’s men and 
women.  
	 Those under authority have self-appointed themselves as 
judge. Instead of being accountable to authority, they have re-
moved themselves from accountability.
	 Wouldn’t it be strange to walk into a courtroom and sen-
tence the judge to a week in jail? Has anyone ever pulled a po-
lice car over and issued a ticket to the driver? Can an employee 
fire his boss? Even in a democratic nation we understand the 
appropriate flow of governmental authority. 
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	 What about in a Kingdom? God has established His lead-
ers- and I declare it is time for the leaders to lead with passion, 
fire and the love and support of their fellow soldiers in the army 
of God! The prophetic voice of God must be declared! Many 
pastors have become salesmen attempting to offer what will at-
tract the biggest crowd and appease the most people. This must 
stop! 
	 Why has this become such an issue? Ask any pastor, even 
those who may have a reputation of delivering the more difficult 
words, if they have shuddered at the thought of declaring certain 
Biblical truths. All of us, if we are honest, would admit that we 
have. 
	 Pastors have feared to speak on many Biblical topics like 
the one we’re discussing in this book because of fear of resis-
tance, condemnation and accusation. People who have embraced 
an independent spirit often assume a pastor to be controlling 
himself if he or she is moving contrary to their advice. To call 
people into a position of response is sadly not acceptable to so 
many. Corporate missions are aborted and compromised due to 
such a mind-set. Additionally, pastors hesitate to give direction 
because they fear they will appear to have failed if the people 
under their leadership don’t respond to that direction. 
	 In God’s government, there should be NO SUCH FEAR! 
Quick, loving and eager response by the church should be the 
norm as leaders operate as their God established authority. Pas-
tors must resign their position of salesmen and take up the man-
tle of prophet! 
	 At this point, it’s possible that a myriad of hurts, pains 
or other issues are rising to the surface.  If that is happening to 
you, take a moment and ask the Holy Spirit to speak deeply to 
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you. Ask Him to remove anything from you that would hinder 
His voice from reaching the core of your heart. If you have been 
hurt in the past and have wondered how you can ever serve in 
a Church again, I understand this issue is very difficult for you.  
At this point, suffice it to say that God deeply  and zealously 
loves you.  He knows your pain and has a plan of healing for 
you.  Keep that plan in His hands.  Don’t take it upon yourself.  
That simply won’t work.
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The 100% Church and the Call to 
Corporate Mission Advance

	 This issue of pastors becoming salesmen has forced the 
rapid growth of para-church ministries. Leaders of para-church 
ministries have a greater ability to call those people who have 
partnered with them on their mission field into a position of 
readiness and response. The success of the mission is at a lesser 
risk as all hands are on deck and ready to go. 
	 For example, a pastor may hear God tell him to gather his 
flock together and fast from all food for 3 days. In God’s govern-
ment, there would be no resistance, complaining or negativity. 
100% of the participants in the church, who had already made up 
their mind to be unified and ready to press ahead as warriors for 
God, would immediately embrace this God given mandate. All 
would fast. If someone had a concern with the directive, that’s 
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ok. A good servant won’t simply ignore the plan of action, but 
will rather make the effort to talk to the leader. A good leader 
will certainly listen to their concerns with compassion. Much 
dialogue can occur. However, at the end of the discussion, the 
two would be ‘agreed’- moving in the same direction. 
	 The events of 1988 in Baton Rouge changed that consid-
erably. Now, the process that poor pastor must go through when 
the need to call the troops to action is enough to cause him to 
resign! 

He studies endlessly in the Word so he can ‘cover all of his 
bases’. He is already preparing his heart for resistance- the 
resistance that was perpetuated back in 1988. 
Due to this certain impending resistance, he prays long and 
hard for God to help him cast vision and sell this strategy to 
the church by giving him ‘the words to say’. 
He shares his impression that God wants this three-day fast 
with his leadership team, hoping to gain support. He knows 
he’ll need it. 
He looks at the schedule to make sure he doesn’t offend any-
body by scheduling the fast during a time when someone 
else has already planned his or her own event. 
He prays again asking God for more insight as to the purpose 
of the fast. He wants to make sure he has enough info so as 
to effectively sell this idea to the people. 
He stresses out when God doesn’t give further insight. 
He starts to guess how many will actually respond so he can 
devise a plan to effectively make sure those who don’t re-
spond don’t feel alienated. After all, an affirmed and happy 
family is very important. 
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He then shares how he ‘feels led’ that God ‘would like’ the 
church to fast. Those who also ‘feel led’, should sign up in 
the back as they leave. 
The same five or six people who show up for everything sign 
up and the rest of the sheet is left blank. It’s a monument of 
a failed mission. 
The next time God says something, the pastor will be even 
less zealous in sharing the dream. 

	 Now, the para-church leader, who may have several sub-
mitted and committed men and women of God who actually pay 
tuition to participate in an internship, hears the same voice of 
God to call a fast. Here is his process: 

Joel 1:14 (NKJV) Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 
Gather the elders And all the inhabitants of the land Into the 
house of the LORD your God, And cry out to the LORD. 

	 That’s it. 100% participation in the work of the Lord. 
Those under the authority of the para-church leader had no need 
to pray about the directive. No need to have an opinion on the 
matter. God’s servant has spoken. God’s people must respond. 
Period. No murmuring. No complaining. No second-guessing. 
	 There is a call that I have heard for the “100% Church”. 
This means 100% attending, 100% serving and 100% tithing. 
This call is threatened by the self-governing spirit. I find it near-
ly impossible to believe that born again, Spirit-filled believers 
don’t tithe. Pastors have soft stepped around teaching this sub-
ject to the detriment of Kingdom advance. Can you believe only 
4% of believers tithe? I read that statistic and about cried and 
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rose up in righteous anger at the same time. This must not be! 
Extravagant giving is one of the most basic Christian principles, 
yet 96% have not even graduated to that elementary point in 
their Christian walk. 
	 A reformation is needed to experience the biblical man-
date for a responsive 100% church.  A 100% church requires 
individual believers to live 100% lives and to come into 100% 
agreement with God’s Word and His plan for that particu-
lar church or ministry.   This is the greatest way to live!  Joy 
abounds, miracles happen, people are strengthened and the love 
of God burns hot.  As we are willing to die to our own opinions 
and lovingly serve the greater cause, we will watch our inner 
man come alive.
	 However, the pastor’s authority in leading and teaching 
such truths has been undermined by a growing number of people 
who embrace  resistance, self-governance and lawlessness. Obe-
dience is a struggle for them. Obedience to a man is even more 
foreign. The religious, the wounded, the controlling- all those 
who have embraced the lie of the enemy to live a life indepen-
dent of authority will find themselves uncovered, alone and left 
vulnerable by the very spirit they have aligned with. 
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Alignment & Agreement

	 The Lord resounded in my spirit one word, “Recruit!” I 
heard it over and over again, “Recruit, Recruit!” “Pray for those 
whom the Holy Spirit is recruiting into a great end time army to 
war with God in a great end time battle. I heard the Lord say that 
he wasn’t enforcing a draft. This is a call to a volunteer and re-
sponsive people. The willing. Those ready to heed the call of the 
great Recruiter. Those who respond to this drawing of the Holy 
Spirit into radical action would partner with God in His mighty 
end-time activity of advancing His Kingdom on the earth. Those 
who don’t respond, while they may be saved and on their way to 
heaven (by the way, we overestimate the importance of the goal 
of ‘going to heaven’ and we underestimate the goal of facilitat-
ing God’s purposes on the earth)- but, those who don’t respond 
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will not be in partnership with God in the end-time battle, and 
will actually feel the force of His advance. It’s a call to align-
ment, to government and to being strictly in position, side-by-
side with our fellow soldiers.

	� Joel 2:7-11 (NKJV) They run like mighty men, They 
climb the wall like men of war; Every one marches in 
formation, And they do not break ranks. They do not 
push one another; Every one marches in his own column. 
Though they lunge between the weapons, They are not 
cut down. They run to and fro in the city, They run on 
the wall; They climb into the houses, They enter at the 
windows like a thief. The earth quakes before them, The 
heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And the 
stars diminish their brightness. The Lord gives voice be-
fore His army, For His camp is very great; For strong is 
the One who executes His word. For the day of the Lord 
is great and very terrible; Who can endure it? 

	 Every one in formation, in rank, not pushing, in his own 
column. We must understand rank and order submission, author-
ity, leadership and followership if we are to be effective. Love of 
God and of each other will ensure we are fighting according to 
God’s strategy. 
	 I recently received a prophetic word for 2006 in my in-
box from Dutch Sheets. He stated:

	� Opposition to the apostolic and prophetic will... ...be 
the greatest this year. He is going to expose wineskins 
(new or old) and religious spirits, taking off the masks of 
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those who oppose His move. Those who refuse to move 
in current truth will begin to openly criticize leaders in 
the Body of Christ that are moving in the flow of the 
apostolic and the prophetic. Some have been doing so in 
a very subtle way, but this year, it will become obvious. 
When they do, God is going to begin to judge them. 

	 He went on to talk about a radical restructuring of the 
Church as we know it. God is pouring into His leadership new 
instructions for a new paradigm. The old wineskins won’t suf-
fice. People need to be connected and agreed with this new move 
of God like never before in their lives. I read in another place 
the other day a prophecy regarding lawlessness coming to this 
nation. Great disunity in the church will arise due to a spirit of 
lawlessness. This will lead to widespread betrayal. However, the 
remaining remnant will be intentionally and passionately uni-
fied for a great end-time revival! 

	 Dutch Sheets went on to say:

	� This is a year that He will no longer allow people to 
ride the fence. He will draw a line in the sand and make 
them decide who they are and what they stand for. The 
political games in the Church will be judged. For those 
who refuse to flow with current revelation and resist it, 
you will see them come into disfavor. Some ministries 
and churches will lose their favor this year. Others will 
be raised up and given more influence. It is a year of 
dismantling that which is built that is not bringing Him 
glory and a year of great building for others. 
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	� This is the most important year yet for right alignment. 
This year, if we are not in proper alignment with leaders, 
properly connected to those we need to be walking with, 
and properly covered by those in positions of authority, 
it will begin to cost us fruitfulness and health, resulting 
in destruction in other ways, loss of revelation, and des-
tiny. The setbacks will begin for those who are not prop-
erly aligned.

	� Remember the all important Scripture regarding submis-
sion to leadership: 

	� Amos 3:3 (NKJV) Can two walk together, unless they 
are agreed? 

	� The word ‘agreed’ means several things in the Hebrew 
text including: 

Fixed upon. Two people are fixed on a goal, on a mission. 
Engaged. Two people are intimately married to one another 
for the sake of the goal. 

	 The meaning of the word ‘agreed’ doesn’t reflect a con-
sensus, a vote or democracy. Now look a bit further down in the 
book of Amos it is declared that we must respond to those who 
are giving direction as they receive it from the Lord: 

•
•
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	� Amos 3:7 (NKJV) Surely the Lord GOD does noth-
ing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the 
prophets. 

	 God always has and always will give directives through 
people. That clearly implies that the one receiving direction 
from God must be confident that there are people under his au-
thority who will carry out the directive with him. Those under 
his care must be in a continual state of responsiveness. They 
must quickly step up.  Those called to action will sometimes 
feel a confirmation in their spirit, though sometimes they will 
not.  This issue of confirmation needs to be understood correct-
ly.  God would never tell you to independently violate His own 
established authority.  So, while it’s comforting to receive inner 
confirmation, it’s not a release from responsibility if we don’t 
feel it.  God honors his established authority and he calls us to 
do the same.  We could never tell a judge that we didn’t have 
inner confirmation that we had to obey the traffic sign and drive 
20 miles per hour in the school zone.  We couldn’t say that God 
individually exempted us from that law and allowed us to drive 
80 miles per hour.  
	 Again, if you feel yourself struggling here, take anoth-
er moment and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you. God loves 
you very much and is capable of protecting you even as He has 
placed you under the authority of imperfect men and women. 
	 Remember, we are not to be self-governing in an attempt 
to protect ourselves from flawed leaders. That is the wrong re-
sponse to the problem. This is the core idea of the entire book.  
As we submit to those whom God placed over us, be they good or 
evil, God will ensure our protection. We may have to go through 
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difficult situations that seemingly limit us, put our dreams on 
hold or even violate our pet ideas and opinions. The situations 
may last years, but we must submit in love without failure! 
	 God is able to bring us through! Only God can reestab-
lish us under a new authority.   
	 Please understand this point- leaders certainly should 
not ever attempt to coerce people to follow their lead.  They 
should not be heavy handed, cruel or use guilt tactics.  It truly is 
a volunteer army.  No draft has been installed.  So, this leaves 
the primary responsibility of response on the shoulders of those 
under the leader’s care. Just as America would collapse if no-
body voluteered to serve in the armed forces, the Church is at 
risk of collapse if we don’t forsake all, sign up, show up for duty 
and serve well.  This is the case even though our officers may 
not be functioning as well as they could.  Leaders are held highly 
accountable for the way they love and lead God’s people, and 
people under their care can certainly count on God following 
through, in due time, with correction and direction of hurtful 
leaders.
	
	� James 3:1 (NKJV) My brethren, let not many of you be-

come teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter 
judgment. 

	 Simply, people can trust God by responding with full 
trust as they support the mission of the church or ministry. God 
will judge improper leaders with precision- so we can be re-
lieved of the duty to judge them ourselves and simply serve. 
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	� Romans 13:1-2 (NKJV) Let every soul be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 
God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the 
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judg-
ment on themselves. 

The following passage speaks volumes in regard to our response 
to poor or ungodly leadership:

	� Matthew 23:1-4 (NKJV) Then Jesus spoke to the multi-
tudes and to His disciples, saying: “The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. Therefore whatever they 
tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do 
according to their works; for they say, and do not do. 
For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them 
on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move 
them with one of their fingers.

	 This passage acknowledges the dilemma people are in 
when they are called to honor and submit in the midst of prob-
lematic leadership.  Simply, unless they are requiring you to dis-
obey a clear truth in the Bible, do what they call you to do, but 
do not be like them.  Do not lead others like they lead you.
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Resistance to Leadership

	 The following is an incredibly important passage of 
Scripture. I’ve witnessed many people resist authority in their 
lives, and I’ve done it myself. The motives can seem pure and 
we may have the best interest of the body at heart, but it never 
produces anything good. The story of Absalom should speak 
clearly to us in regard to this issue.  

	�2  Samuel 15:2-6 (NKJV) Now Absalom would rise early 
and stand beside the way to the gate. So it was, whenever 
anyone who had a lawsuit came to the king for a deci-
sion, that Absalom would call to him and say, “What city 
are you from?” And he would say, “Your servant is from 
such and such a tribe of Israel.” Then Absalom would 
say to him, “Look, your case is good and right; but there 



34- Covens In The Church

is no deputy of the king to hear you.” Moreover Absalom 
would say, “Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and 
everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; 
then I would give him justice.” And so it was, whenever 
anyone came near to bow down to him, that he would put 
out his hand and take him and kiss him. In this manner 
Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to the king 
for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of 
Israel.

	 Absalom disagreed with his leader, and embraced the 
others who shared in his disagreement.  We see this occur time 
and again within churches.  It has a ring of honor to it as people 
presume to have the best interest of everybody at heart.  How-
ever, it’s rebellion in its purest form.  The results for those who 
embrace this spirit are often devastating.

	�2  Samuel 18:9-12 (NKJV) Then Absalom met the ser-
vants of David. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went 
under the thick boughs of a great terebinth tree, and his 
head caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging be-
tween heaven and earth. And the mule which was under 
him went on. Now a certain man saw it and told Joab, and 
said, “I just saw Absalom hanging in a terebinth tree!” So 
Joab said to the man who told him, “You just saw him! 
And why did you not strike him there to the ground? I 
would have given you ten shekels of silver and a belt.” 
But the man said to Joab, “Though I were to receive a 
thousand shekels of silver in my hand, I would not raise 
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my hand against the king’s son. For in our hearing the 
king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, ‘Be-
ware lest anyone touch the young man Absalom!’

	 Just as Absalom was met with judgement, I’ve witnessed 
time and time again people enduring long seasons of struggle 
and frustration after rising up against God’s established author-
ity- even if they are truly in error. It’s never acceptable to speak 
against the President of the United States, our supervisor at 
work, a teacher at school, our pastor or mom and dad. We al-
ways pray and support and love with abandonment! A differing 
opinion should never cause us to remove ourselves from a place 
of agreement with these people. We unite with them and serve 
as people who honor those whom God has placed in our lives. 
	 Rebellion against any established human institution is 
a serious violation of God’s divine authority. We need to know 
and recognize the operation of God’s authority in all human in-
stitutions.  
	 We never speak against or elevate our own opinions 
above God’s established authority. Pastors, prophets, apostles, 
politicians, policemen, bosses, etc. We humbly support them, un-
less, and only unless, they were to cause us to violate a CLEAR 
Scriptural truth. That’s it. If a leader is clearly corrupt and unre-
pentant then most certainly remove yourself from that person’s 
direct care. Submit to God and be ready to serve Him through 
the process of love, prayer and encouragement for that leader.  
Watch what you say.  Speak life always.  Do not gossip.
	 It’s important to understand that to submit to God’s ap-
pointed leaders in our lives only to the point where we agree 
with the order is NOT submission at all. Submission is actu-
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ally spotlighted when someone serves and responds to his or 
her authority when the order is contrary to their own opinions, 
experience or position. We can agree with our authority while 
not agreeing with the order or instruction or position. It is never 
appropriate to remove ourselves from a position of submission 
if the order given is inconvenient, bothersome or irritating. 
	 Since 1988 the church has increasingly put demands on 
the very ones who they are to be receiving leadership from. This 
is sin, and it must stop.

	 The passage in Romans goes on to say this:

	� Romans 13:3 (NKJV) For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the au-
thority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from 
the same. 

	 In 1988 the enemy caused millions of believers to be 
afraid of authority. It’s time to renounce the alliance with the 
spirits of Lawlessness and Self-government and do what is good. 
Many people who have been hurt by controlling pastors made a 
foolish decision by embracing that very same spirit for them-
selves- the spirit of control. We absolutely need to sever that 
alliance. God is our great Protector. Fear of authority will dissi-
pate as the Holy Spirit once again takes up residence in the place 
where the spirits of Independence and Control once ruled.
	 Even when the church isn’t being run in what you would 
call an appropriate manner, it’s critical to support God’s govern-
ment. 
	�
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	� Gary Keiser said, 
	� “ It is better for us to live with a wrong system and up-

hold God’s authority than to destroy a system and thus 
destroy God’s authority in the process. We have to learn 
to submit to men and not to touch authority in a light 
way. In all these relationships we have to learn to know 
authority and practice obedience. We have to know that 
there are lords and masters in everything; we cannot as-
sume to be the master as soon as we touch something. 
We have to learn obedience through many situations. 
One finds authority in the hospital. As soon as he works 
in a hospital, he has to obey the authority in the hospi-
tal. There is even authority in a restaurant. Some serve 
as managers, and we have to learn to obey them. If we 
touch authority in a genuine way, we will find authority 
wherever we go. In obeying the authority of earthly insti-
tutions, we are actually obeying God because all authori-
ties are from God. We have to see that every authority 
is from God. Only a rebellious and proud man is blind 
to authority; only he will not submit to God’s deputy au-
thority.... Titus 3:1 says that we should be “subject to rul-
ers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready unto every 
good work.” This is the proper attitude towards human 
government.... God’s authority in the universe is being 
carried out through human government.” 
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Mission Accomplished?

	 Many would assume that leaders should make it easy for 
people to follow.  I disagree.  To go where God is leading us 
requires the greatest challenges we will ever see.  It’s actually 
time people make it easy for leaders to lead. The advance of the 
Church depends on it! We need to come to terms with the reality 
that much of what pastors and teachers will present to the Body 
will cut the flesh. It will require much! Pastors are at risk of 
experiencing the same fate as Moses. The reason he didn’t enter 
the Promised Land was NOT because of some giants in the land- 
he missed the promise and was met with the judgment of God 
because the tables were turned and the leader became the led. 
He was afraid of his people as they manipulated the situation. 
They ended up causing the death of nearly the entire ‘Church’ as 
they died in the wilderness! Moses refused to lead in the face of 
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a democratic vote of those who embraced an independent spirit! 
This led to his great frustration that disqualified him from the 
Promise.  Yes, leaders succumb to this same inner struggle even 
today- but it should not be so.
	 Moses’ prodigy Joshua watched those events unfold, and 
he learned his lesson well. History would not repeat itself. Take 
note of the amazing lack of democracy as he gives direct orders 
to those under his care. Notice how much he looks like the para-
church leader discussed above as opposed to the pastor who met 
wide spread resistance:

	� Joshua 3:2-3 (NKJV) So it was, after three days, that the 
officers went through the camp; and they commanded 
the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the cove-
nant of the LORD your God, and the priests, the Levites, 
bearing it, then you shall set out from your place and go 
after it. 

	� He confidently and directly laid out the plan. He didn’t 
sell the idea, attempt to gain support or frame his words 
carefully. He commanded the people to walk, and they 
walked without question, murmuring, questioning or the 
need for understanding. They simply responded. 

	� Joshua 3:5 (NKJV) 3:5 And Joshua said to the people, 
“Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do 
wonders among you.” 

	 �He led with precision. He didn’t give a suggestion, he 
spoke with authority and declared what they must do.  
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	� Joshua 3:5 (NKJV) Then Joshua spoke to the priests, 
saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over 
before the people.” So they took up the ark of the cov-
enant and went before the people.

	� The priests immediately responded. There was order in 
the camp.

	� Joshua 3:9 (NKJV) So Joshua said to the children of Is-
rael, “Come here, and hear the words of the LORD your 
God.” 

	 �Come and hear the words of God! God had the direction. 
The Israelites may have had some good ideas, but only 
Joshua received the orders. The people were challenged 
to listen and follow.

	� Joshua 3:12 (NKJV) “Now therefore, take for yourselves 
twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from every 
tribe. 

	 Go!

	� Joshua 3:17 (NKJV) Then the priests who bore the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground 
in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on 
dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely 
over the Jordan. 
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	� The result was a successful mission. God’s government, 
a bold leader and a ready people resulted in a miracle 
and success.  No vote.  No murmuring.  Precision and 
bold advance!
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The Abomination of Gossip

	 I pray you are seeing this issue with more clarity than 
you have in the past. If you ever feel impressed to go in one di-
rection and your authority has you moving in another, you don’t 
have to pray about whether you should go with him or not! We 
can pray about all of the issues the order brings up, all of the 
questions we have, but there is no question whether we are to 
respond or not.  God never brings confusion by asking us to vio-
late His established authority. We simply serve with a humble 
heart. God will work out the details. The seeming contradiction 
will resolve. Of course, as has been stated, dialogue can always 
take place. Vulnerability and transparency is very important for 
all parties involved. It’s ok to wrestle through the issue, but only 
with the leader himself (or his identified liaison). It’s never ap-
propriate to bring disagreement or concern to a third party. The 
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moment you do, you open a coven in the church.  A place of 
gossip.  It’s the enemy’s method of issue resolution and it brings 
division, confusion and an often devastating spirit of Absalom 
or Jezebel into the camp.  It’s simply not the Biblical method 
of conflict resolution. In fact, while we’re far from perfect, my 
wife and I are extremely careful how we discuss issues even be-
tween ourselves. It’s not ok to murmur or gossip simply because 
we are married. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. It’s important to have an innocent and clean heart in all 
discussion with all people. 

	� Proverbs 6:16-19 (NKJV) These six things the Lord 
hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud 
look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 
A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in 
running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one 
who sows discord among brethren.

Gossip, which is rebellion, is an abomination to God.

	� Proverbs 11:13 (NKJV) A talebearer reveals secrets, But 
he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.

Consider this important lesson regarding how to deal with our 
leaders who are struggling from the life of Noah:

	� Genesis 9:20-27 (NKJV) And Noah began to be a farm-
er, and he planted a vineyard. Then he drank of the wine 
and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. And 
Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his fa-
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ther, and told his two brothers outside. But Shem and 
Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, 
and went backward and covered the nakedness of their 
father. Their faces were turned away, and they did not 
see their father’s nakedness. So Noah awoke from his 
wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 
Then he said: “Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants 
He shall be to his brethren.” And he said: “Blessed be 
the Lord, The God of Shem, And may Canaan be his 
servant. May God enlarge Japheth, And may he dwell in 
the tents of Shem; And may Canaan be his servant.”

	 This is one very important story.  It’s easy to gossip and 
to talk to others about what we see as improper.  We need more 
Shem’s and Japheth’s in the Church!  They understood the hon-
or due to Noah and their actions resulted in blessing. 
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Leaving a Church

	� Hebrews 13:17 (NKJV) Obey those who rule over you, 
and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, 
as those who must give account. Let them do so with 
joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for 
you. 

	 Yikes! That verse cuts flesh like few others. Let’s talk 
about this, as there is another trend that makes this verse nearly 
impossible for leaders to obey at times. Leaders are so often 
pressing ahead in their vision, and the mission requires certain 
people to be ready to go- and those very people abandon ship. 
One after another. The harder the mission, the harder it is to 
keep a crew that’s willing to die for the cause! The leaders, so 
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often, are ‘forced’ into minimizing or glorifying the mission in 
hopes of keeping people on the ship. They sail into easy seas 
instead of heading toward their stormy mission field. 
	 Again, God places authority in our lives. We don’t place 
ourselves under authority that meets our standards. We don’t 
self-govern. We submit to God’s appointed leaders.
	 Have you ever left a church? What process did you go 
through? What did your leaders suggest to you? Let me just say 
it- To ever leave a church on your own volition without counsel 
from those who have been given the mandate to watch out for 
your souls (pastor, youth pastor, apostle, etc.) is at best detri-
mental and at worst sinful.
	 There are countless ‘aborted assignments’ in churches 
and people’s lives. Many people in the pews are actually sup-
posed to still be in their previous church. Their mission and the 
church’s mission, which they played a role in, was aborted. Un-
finished. There may have been 10 years remaining on that sea-
son of life, yet impatience and frustration won out. 
	 Let me explain. If I worked in a factory, it would never 
be appropriate to not show up for work in my department and, 
instead, reassign myself to another department. There must be a 
process of releasing from my current supervisor and a receiving 
of my new supervisor. It’s up to them, not me, whether I change 
departments.
	 The city church has many departments. It is rarely, if 
ever, appropriate for anybody to leave a church without being 
sent out! There must be a blessing. The pastor’s job is to watch 
out for your soul. He has a great responsibility to ensure you are 
in the right department.
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	 Here’s an interesting question you may have never con-
sidered- What if God has given the pastor a specific position for 
you to fill? As your authority, the pastor may have been directed 
by God, for reasons unknown to anybody but God Himself, to 
call you to the food pantry in the church for the next six months. 
How can he do this if you voluntarily leave his department? 
That pastor is then unable to respond to God as was originally 
designed because of an independent and uncooperative spirit. 
Self-government has kept God’s official in your life from being 
able to assign you, and thus, to make steps toward fulfilling the 
corporate mission.
	 I’ll say it this way- we do not have an option to leave a 
church until we go through a significant and usually lengthy pro-
cess of being sent out by the leaders. There should must usually 
be an obvious and positive reason for the sending. The new mis-
sion should be clear. It should reflect a promotion of God after 
growing and working through the multitudes of problems and 
irritants that any church experience will present! An individual 
never reassigns him or herself to a new church independent of 
counsel from their pastor- God’s established authority must pray 
and bless and release. Good and loving leaders will take your 
concerns to heart and encourage you in the proper direction as 
you both pray and seek the Lord together. It’s a wonderfully 
healthy way to grow from one ministry to another. 
	 Another way to look at this is that we are in covenant 
with our leaders.  This covenant helps ensure that a variety of 
important things happen in the relationship including blessing, 
covering, an effective discipleship process, mission advance, 
etc.
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	 When the call to move to another church is heard, the 
individual’s maturity level is evidenced by the process they ini-
tiate.  It is important they they work closely with the leadership 
to ensure the process is smooth, healthy and happening at the 
right time. 
	 It’s the responsibility of all parties involved to look out 
for the other, to ensure their health and to love them wholeheart-
edly- even when their are difficult issues at hand.

A Compelling Story

	 An earlier version of this book was read by a couple 
who lived in another state.  They were feeling strongly that God 
wanted them to move to Colorado Springs to serve the develop-
ing House of Prayer movement.  They were extremely excited 
about the call and while they didn’t have all of the answers to 
their questions (when do any of us have it all figured out?), they 
we’re burning hot with the vision.
	 So, during this process, they read this book.  I met them 
for the first time as they were visiting Colorado at a conference 
in Denver.  They shared their testimony with me there.
	 In the midst of their planning and excitement they read 
Covens in the Church.  Both of them reported that they felt a 
great offense crawling up their spine.  It was hard for them to 
embrace.
	 They re-read it and prayed.  Through the process they 
both felt God confirming that what they were reading was what 
they needed to grasp as they were getting ready to move into 
another important season of their lives.



Covens In The Church- 51

	 What they shared with me next absolutely floored me.  
They went to their pastor and shared all of their dreams and 
plans to move away.  However, they told him this, “Pastor, we 
honor you as our God ordained authority- not in title only, but in 
function.  We want you to know that though we feel led that we 
are to go, if you tell us that you feel it is not the right move, we 
will honor you and stay.  You make the final call.”
	 They saw tears start to roll down the cheeks of their pas-
tor.  He looked at them and said, “I’ve been in pastoral ministry 
for fifteen years and this is the first time anybody has ever come 
to me like you just did.  You are the first people who have ever 
asked me to partner with you as you move on.  Thank you.”
	 The result?  Their church prayed intently for Revolution 
House of Prayer every week.  We prayed for them and were 
excited about the new relationship that would soon follow.  It’s 
the healthiest transfer from one church to another that I’ve ever 
experienced.  This is the way it is supposed to happen.
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Church Shopping

	 To further investigate this issue, allow me to make an-
other critical statement:

	 It is never appropriate to shop for a church! The Ameri-
can consumer mentality has delivered a devastating blow to the 
stability and growth of the Church. I’ve been in ministry for a 
long time, and I can’t count how many times I’ve heard state-
ments like:

“We’re going to attend ‘x’ church because it has a great 
youth ministry.” 
“I like the teaching much better at ‘y’ church.” 
“I disagree with the pastor’s position, so I’m leaving.” 
“I’m not being fed in my church.” 
“My current church doesn’t meet my needs.”

•

•
•
•
•
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	 Oooooh! When did we start believing that the church’s 
primary responsibility is to meet our needs? It’s when the peo-
ple embraced control and started making demands on the very 
church they are supposed to be receiving mission driven direc-
tives from!
	 The church’s primary role IS NOT to satisfy us.  It’s to 
equip us to do the work of the ministry. Thus, contrarily, we 
are called to satisfy the needs of the church and the corporate 
mission as the church enables us through challenging teaching 
and training in a Holy Spirit driven atmosphere. A church is a 
militaristic and missional organization that has been given an 
extreme vision by God.  Never choose a church based on its pro-
grams, its pastor or even its mission.  Attend the church that God 
tells you to attend, and then serve there until you are released 
and sent by God and the pastor. Connect there for many years! 
Don’t put a time limit on your involvement! Don’t assume you 
are there to change things or teach the pastor all you know. Let 
your dreams die and allow the process of humility take root. 
God may take five years to bring you to the point where you can 
be broken enough to serve the pastor of a church of twenty-five 
effectively- so it can then grow into its destiny! Ask any pastor 
or ministry leader- they would take a mildly skilled and gifted 
person who is long-suffering, enduring and encouraging in the 
work over someone who is highly gifted with great aspirations. 
	 I often discuss the principle of the money changers when 
I teach.  The money changer’s tables were overturned by Jesus.  
It was a severe and necessary statement that we need to em-
brace today- The money changers went into the temple with the 
expectation of leaving with more than they entered with.  The 
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purpose of the temple is to bring offerings.  To sacrifice.  To 
expect to leave with less than we entered with.  This is the heart 
we must see arise again in our churches.  We don’t look for the 
church that will give us what we want, but rather we go where 
we can give.  Of course, God being God, we continually grow 
and receive blessings so we can once again bring something to 
the altar.  We are blessed to be a blessing.  
	 I also challenge people to be full of life, fire, fresh rev-
elation and Holy Spirit birthed knowledge before they come to 
a church service.  Don’t come to fill up, but to pour out!  This 
mind-set requires a great reformation of understanding in regard 
to the purpose of our churches.  We pray, study, fast and grow 
independently in preparation for the challenge and input we are 
about to receive on Sunday morning.  Eager response to new 
opportunities in such an environment results in victory after vic-
tory!
	 God’s leaders have been appointed to accomplish a mis-
sion- and God has appointed men and women to serve that lead-
er’s mission. Throughout Scripture we see this. Joshua led will-
ing servants. Gideon led. Paul led. It’s time the Church divorces 
the spirits of Control and Witchcraft, dissolves their coven and 
serve.
	 What happens when people abort their missions due to 
dissatisfaction or disagreement? Many these days are arbitrarily 
divorcing their church families and pastors and starting illegiti-
mate house churches or other ministries. I believe this scenario 
will exponentially increase in the coming decade. These particu-
lar ministries are unauthorized and non-ordained movements of 
rebellion. They pridefully feel they can do it better than the one 
they were serving under. They usurp their leader’s authority and 
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draw people unto themselves. They are the epidemy of a coven 
meeting. Many house church leaders were once appalled that 
their pastor wasn’t held accountable, yet now as a self-appoint-
ed ministry leader, they themselves have nobody leading them. 
They are self-governing and independent. 
	 Many wonderfully healthy and mission critical house 
churches do exist- but they understand their role in the city 
church. They serve and support their appointed leaders- other 
pastors and apostles in the city church. They are not independent 
or autonomous or islands to themselves. 

	� Ephesians 2:19-20 (NKJV) Now, therefore, you are no 
longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God, having 
been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, 
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Church Hopping

	 Closely related to ‘church shopping’ is ‘church hopping’. 
This issue should be obvious to understand, though so many go 
from church to church in attempt to control their own spiritual 
experience. They treat God’s mission for their lives like a buf-
fet. They take what they want and leave the rest. They assume a 
position of control as they simply do what they want when they 
want like a spoiled teenager who hasn’t experienced the real-
ity of life in the real world. They are not under authority. They 
aren’t connected. The reality of the ‘real Kingdom’ must be pre-
sented to people in this situation. 
	 Many people today are resisting God’s established 
Church and God’s established leaders. 
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	 Because of this and all of the issues presented in this book, 
church leaders have tragically abandoned their vision and are ig-
noring their mandates from God so as to ensure their church’s 
survival. They have created a very wide door into their churches 
for the sake of the masses. The masses will be shocked one day 
when they see just how narrow the door to heaven really is.
	 This must stop. God’s leaders must lead like Joshua and 
God’s people must follow quickly and willingly. God’s govern-
ment is being reestablished, and it’s time the Church responds.
	 As Pastor Steve Gray from World Revival Church in 
Kansas City said, “You can’t get the governor without getting 
the government. You can’t get the King without getting the 
Kingdom.”
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Another Opportunity to Grow Through a Time of Testing

	 My heart was broken this week when I heard, along with 
the rest of the world, that Ted Haggard confessed to immoral 
failure.
	 I found myself experiencing a flash-back of sorts to 
1988.  As you have read, I was in the middle of the shaking in 
Baton Rouge that year, and now I once again am at ground zero, 
this time in Colorado Springs.
	 I consider Ted Haggard a friend and someone I have 
looked up to for years.  He and I co-led a weekly prayer meet-
ing in Colorado Springs.  I was impressed with his humility and 
eagerness to serve scores of churches in the Pikes Peak region 
from 10pm until midnight every Friday night.  We prayed pas-
sionately with anywhere from fifty to one hundred and fifty oth-
ers for that church’s pastor, staff, musicians and members.



60- Covens In The Church

	 Pastor Ted did fail.  He admitted this and we are now 
awaiting the resulting long-term reactions both here in Colorado 
Springs and in other parts of this nation as well as the nations of 
the world.  I must present this question- will we as the Church 
respond with love, patience, submission and servanthood?  Or, 
will we once again lose trust and embrace a spirit of Self-gov-
ernment?
	 If we approach our relationship with our leaders from a 
position of service, and we don’t place inappropriate demands 
on them, we will find it easy to love and serve regardless of their 
failures, limitations or our points of disagreement with them.
	 While severe situation surrounding Ted Haggard’s min-
istry demanded his removal, this in no way means we stop lov-
ing him, talking well of him, encouraging him and praying hard 
for him.
	 However, if we embrace a spirit of Accusation, that spirit 
one day will turn on us.  If we embrace a spirit of Criticism, that 
spirit will one day attack us mercilessly.  
	 Church- it’s time for us to hit our knees in desperate 
prayer, repentance and passion.  A violent anger at the enemy 
must erupt out of us.  We must ask God for forgiveness if we 
have failed to pray for our leaders.  People have come up to me 
in brokenness over the last week.  They know they didn’t pray 
for Ted Haggard in such a way that would have made it much 
easier for Ted to resist temptation.  They also failed.
	 Will we respond with exponentially increased interces-
sion for our leaders, or will we once again sit back and wait for 
the next failure?
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	 If God’s government is in place, and every one of us are 
in position, the enemy’s attempts at stopping leaders and the 
missions God has assigned them to will be cancelled before they 
begin.
	 Am I attempting to ignore what Ted Haggard, Jimmy 
Swaggart, Jim Bakker and other lesser known leaders have 
done?  No.  They have done much good, and, yes, they have 
failed.  Holiness and purity must be pursued with greater fervor 
than ever in the history of the Church.  We must embrace God’s 
judgement like never in our lives.  And, we must also not go 
backwards by removing ourselves from a position of account-
ability and availability to our leaders.  There is too much at stake 
to allow the enemy to win that battle too.
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Embracing God’s Judgement

	 I feel impressed to make a point that very few people 
seem to understand or agree with.
	 I believe we must pray daily for God’s judgement to con-
tinually rest on our churches and cities.  If we truly understand 
that God’s mercy is wrapped in His judgement, we will not hesi-
tate at crying out for God to judge.
	 Judgement is simply making wrong things right.  At 
Revolution House of Prayer I pray regularly for God to bring 
His judgement to this ministry, this city and this region.  Simply, 
I am telling God, “I trust you, I fear you and we all need you to 
increase your activity here so purity and innocence becomes the 
standard once again.”
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	 I believe every leader must pray this way.  If we want 
God to move in extreme ways, we must allow him to break us 
and our entire nation.  Much is wrong and we can’t continue this 
way.  
	 I know that when I pray for God’s judgement, it’s going 
to hit John Burton first.  It keeps me honest and vulnerable.  I 
know that God wants good things to happen to this planet much 
more than I do, and he will enforce judgement in such a way that 
causes more and more people to fall in love with Him.
	 We shouldn’t pray for God’s judgement lightly.  His fear 
must grip us.  As we are on our knees and cry out for God to re-
veal every weak or dark part of our lives we better be ready for 
a great quaking!
	 But, in these end times, I believe we must once again 
understand that God’s ideas are better than our ideas.  We need 
him to shake us to our core- so revival can burn is to the core.
	 It’s time for all of us to pray hours a day, crave judgement, 
love intimately and allow God’s refining fire to scorch us.
	 So, let me say this clearly- I love Ted Haggard.  I love 
Jimmy Swaggart.  I love and honor God’s appointed men and 
women who, while imperfect, have embraced a severe calling.  
Humility, holiness and hunger must consume us again.  Let’s 
continue submitting to authority in extreme ways.  Pray hard for 
them, serve them, talk well of them and stay in the position God 
has assigned you to.  The coming move of the Holy Spirit will 
make it all worth it.	
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